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COMMENCEMENT OF 
THE NECROLOGICAL SERVICE

Speaker Lord Allan Jay Q. Velasco announced the 
commencement of the necrological service at 5:20 p.m. 
of Thursday, November 26, 2020.

OPENING REMARKS OF SPEAKER VELASCO

The late Congressman Del Mar was a 
Representative of the First District of Cebu City 
during the 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 16th, 17th, and 18th 
Congresses. He served as Deputy Speaker during 
the 13th and 14th Congresses, and was Assistant 
Majority Leader in the Eighth Congress.  He holds 
the distinction of rendering perfect attendance during 
plenary sessions throughout his nine terms for a total 
of 27 years of service as Member of the House of 
Representatives. 

Speaker Velasco then directed the Secretary 
General to read the order of proceedings. 

INVOCATION

The Secretary General introduced Hon. Susan A. 
Yap, Governor of Tarlac and former Representative 
of the Second Legislative District of Tarlac to deliver 
the invocation.

INTERLUDE

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced in 
the Zoom videoconference Mr. Martin Nievera to 
render a song titled “The Very Thought of You” by 
Ray Noble.

The Secretary General then introduced in the 
Zoom teleconference Hon. Raul A. Daza, former 
Member from the Lone District of Northern Samar 
during the 8th, 9th, 10th, 15th, and 17th Congresses, to 
give a eulogy for the late Representative Del Mar.

EULOGY BY HONORABLE DAZA

Honorable Daza expressed his and his family’s 
profound condolences to the bereaved family 
of Representative Del Mar. He then shared his 

professional and personal relationships with the 
departed colleague. 

He described Representative Del Mar as a 
principled politician who would stick to his personal 
convictions and principles even if it meant going 
against the stand of his political party. As a public 
official, he stated that his former colleague was a 
person with high moral standards — without any 
involvement in issues of graft or any irregular 
activities.

In closing, he bid Representative Del Mar 
farewell and said that the latter will remain as a 
symbol of integrity, courage, and public morality 
for other politicians to follow.

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced 
Hon. Silvestre H. Bello III, Secretary of Labor and 
Employment and former Representative of 1-BAP 
(1 Banat & Ahapo Party-List Coalition) in the 16th 
Congress.

EULOGY BY SECRETARY BELLO

Delivering his eulogy in the Zoom 
videoconference, Secretary Bello expressed grief 
with the untimely passing of Representative Del Mar, 
who he said was a true friend and a great man. He said 
that his friend had grace and leadership, competence 
and wisdom, and possessed both old-school values 
and new schools of thought that have assured the 
future of the people he loved and served.

He then highlighted Representative Del Mar’s 
formidable work ethic and accomplishments for 
the people of Cebu, citing his involvement in big 
infrastructure projects therein and landmark laws 
for Filipinos.

Emphasizing Representative Del Mar’s 
unequivocal dedication to public service, Secretary 
Bello regarded the former as a great Filipino and said 
that his absence has already been ably filled with his 
greatness and unparalleled legacy.

The Secretary General next introduced                   
Rep. Edcel C. Lagman from the First District of 
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Albay, likewise Member during the 8th, 9th, 10th, 13th, 
14th, 15th, and 17th Congresses, to deliver a eulogy via 
Zoom teleconferencing.

EULOGY BY 
REPRESENTATIVE LAGMAN

Representative Lagman initially recalled his 
and Representative Del Mar’s beginnings as House 
Members during the Eighth Congress. He described 
Representative Del Mar’s distinct and enviable 
attendance record during the nine Congresses he 
served which, he said, exemplified his incomparable 
diligence and complete devotion to his duty. 
Representative Del Mar’s attendance, according 
to Representative Lagman, meant staying from the 
beginning until the adjournment of session wherein 
his colleague would actively participate in plenary 
debates. 

He went on to share his recent conversation 
with Representative Del Mar during the 2020 
budget deliberations where he advised the latter to 
just participate through the Zoom videoconference. 
He added that while they had both agreed on many 
major legislative issues, he noted his colleague’s 
gentlemanly demeanor during debates even when 
having dissenting opinions.

In closing, he expressed his deepest condolences 
to the bereaved family of Representative Del Mar 
who was a venerable legislator, an exemplary public 
servant, and a truly good man.

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced 
Rep. Jocelyn Sy Limkaichong from the First District 
of Negros Oriental.

EULOGY BY 
REPRESENTATIVE LIMKAICHONG

Mourning the loss of Representative Del Mar, 
Representative Limkaichong regarded “Manong 
Raul,” his fellow Member of the Liberal Party and 
the Visayan bloc, as someone who had spent a 
colorful life as a public servant. She then expressed 
her sympathies to all Cebuanos.

She subsequently talked about Representative 
Del Mar’s advocacy for press freedom; and his 
wisdom, competence, and kindness that had earned 
the respect of the House. She also mentioned her 
former colleague’s active participation during 
budget briefings, and his commitment and integrity 
in his service and principles. Representative Del 

Mar, according to her, was very endearing and 
friendly, and was someone she would look up to as 
a respectable and exemplary lawmaker.

Representative Limkaichong, on behalf of the 
Liberal Party and Vice President Maria Leonor 
“Leni” Robredo, extended her deepest sympathies, 
love, and prayers for the family of Representative 
Del Mar.

At this point, the Secretary General introduced 
in the Zoom videoconference Hon. Victor C. Ortega, 
former Representative from the First District of La 
Union during the 8th, 9th, 10th, 14th, 15th, and 16th 
Congresses.

EULOGY BY HONORABLE ORTEGA

Honorable Ortega expressed his honor to 
have worked with Representative Del Mar and 
his daughter, Rachel; and said that their affiliation 
with different political parties did not hinder their 
friendship. He likewise mentioned Representative 
Del Mar’s outstanding plenary attendance and 
serious dedication to his tasks, especially during 
their representation in international conferences; 
and recounted a fond moment when he saw him in 
a hospital.

As he bid his former colleague goodbye, 
Honorable Ortega stated that Representative Del 
Mar had served his constituents and his country well. 

Thereupon, the Secretary General introduced 
Hon. Jose de Venecia Jr., former House Speaker and 
Representative from Pangasinan during the 9th, 10th, 
12th, 13th, and 14th Congresses, to deliver a eulogy 
through Zoom videoconferencing.

EULOGY BY 
FORMER SPEAKER DE VENECIA

Former Speaker de Venecia shared his experience 
of working with Representative Del Mar in Congress 
for 20 years. The former described the latter as a 
brilliant and steadfast ally in passing socioeconomic 
and political reforms, and a soft-spoken, down-to-
earth gentleman of the first order.

He likewise mentioned the achievements and 
contributions of Representative Del Mar, namely 1) 
supported fostering of parliamentary and political 
party diplomacy in the international community; 2) 
authored important legislations such as the creation 
of the Mactan-Cebu International Airport Authority, 
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and Cebu Port Authority; and 3) served as Deputy 
Speaker during the 13th and 14th Congresses.

He then expressed his grief and joined 
Representative Del Mar’s family in mourning as he 
bid farewell to whom he considered a dear and valued 
friend and great ally.

The Secretary General next introduced Hon. 
Carlos G. Dominguez III, Secretary of Finance.

EULOGY BY SECRETARY DOMINGUEZ

Secretary Dominguez, at the outset, expressed 
his condolences to the family of Representative Del 
Mar. Considering Representative Del Mar as one 
of his old-time friends, Secretary Dominguez then 
talked about his friendship with him starting during 
their stay in the university, to their membership in 
the Group Study Exchange Program of the Rotary 
Foundation, and to their years spent in government 
service.

He attested to Representative Del Mar’s 
remarkable character; described him as a good man, 
unparalleled legislator, and a loving husband and 
father; and said that his colleague was impeccably 
polite, unselfish with his knowledge, and constantly 
sought for the country’s betterment.

He expressed his honor of having built a special 
friendship with Representative Del Mar whose 
passing, he said, was a great loss to the nation. 

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced 
Hon. Teodoro L. Locsin Jr., Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs and former Representative from the First 
District of Makati City.

EULOGY BY SECRETARY LOCSIN

Secretary Locsin offered his condolences and 
prayers to the family of Representative Del Mar. 
He attested to Representative Del Mar’s great 
service, stressing that the latter had not lost in an 
election since the 1980s. He then talked about his 
colleague’s legacy which covered a wide array 
of issues including the marginalized population, 
Filipino youth, infrastructure, and freedom of 
information.

He said that he had also heard about how 
Representative Del Mar had worked even while 
hospitalized which, he said, was a manifestation of 
the dedication of a true and honest civil servant.

With a heavy heart, Secretary Locsin said that 
he will sorely miss Representative Del Mar who he 
considered as his friend, mentor, and protector.

At this point, an audiovisual presentation 
commemorating the life of Representative Del 
Mar was shown in the Session Hall and via online 
streaming. Thereafter, the Secretary General 
introduced Speaker Velasco to deliver a eulogy.

EULOGY BY SPEAKER VELASCO

Speaker Velasco described Representative 
Del Mar as someone with untarnished integrity, 
consistent conscientiousness, sincere humility, and 
deep empathy. He then shared Representative Del 
Mar’s achievements as a lawyer and as a legislator 
wherein he held crucial positions such as head 
to House of Contingent to the Commission on 
Appointments, Deputy Speaker, and chairperson 
of the Committee on Inter-Parliamentary Relations 
and Diplomacy. He also stated that Representative 
Del Mar, as a seasoned lawmaker, authored many 
bills which focused on social issues; played an 
important role in the economic and infrastructure 
development in Cebu; and earned numerous 
recognitions.

He considered Representative Del Mar as a 
great leader, humble public servant, and pride of the 
Cebuanos; and also his mentor. He then expressed 
his deepest condolences to Representative Del 
Mar’s wife, Melanie; and children, Ranie, Cutie, 
and Ryan.

To give her response, the Secretary General 
introduced Hon. Rachel Marguerite B. Del Mar, 
daughter of Representative Del Mar and former 
Representative from the First District of Cebu 
City during the 15th Congress.

RESPONSE OF 
HONORABLE DEL MAR (R.M.)

Honorable Del Mar first clarified that his father, 
the late Representative Del Mar, was taken to the 
hospital for pneumonia. She then recounted how his 
father spent his years as a Congressman — his work 
routine and schedule, simplicity, and prayerfulness. 
She shared that his father requested her and her 
brother, as House Members, to maintain a perfect 
attendance. 

She described him as a very supportive and 
endearing father, a great husband, a wonderful 
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grandfather, and a religious man. She also shared 
anecdotes that showed how hardworking his father 
was - flying back and forth from Cebu to Manila 
amidst the pandemic, and attending sessions and 
hearings via Zoom. 

Lastly, Honorable Del Mar thanked Speaker 
Velasco and his wife, who she described as family; 
his father' s fellow legislators; rhe Secretary General, 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, committee secretaries, the 
Plenary Pages, the Legislative Security Bureau, the 
lnterparliamentary Relations and Special Affairs 
Bureau, and the Office of the Speaker; the people 
whom his father had worked with; and the Cebuanos, 
all to whom she expressed his father's love. She 
then thanked everyone who had offered prayers and 
sympathies. 

At this point, Speaker Velasco and Majority 
Leader Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez presented to 
Honorable Del Mar legislative memorabilia, as the 
Secretary General also acknowledged the presence 
in the Zoom teleconference of the late Representative 
Del Mar 's wife, Melanie, and their sons, Raoul and 
Ryan Benjamin. 

INTERLUDE 
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In closing, the Secretary General again introduced 
Mr. Martin Nievera in the Zoom teleconference to 
render a song titled "The Greatest Love of All" by 
Michael Masses and Linda Creed. 

CLOSING OF 
THE NECROLOGICAL SERVICE 

Speaker Velasco then announced the end of the 
necrological service. 

It was 6:41 p.m. of Thursday, November 26, 2020. 

I hereby certify to the correctness of the foregoing. 

MARKLL " L. MENDOZA 

This Journal of the Necrological Service is downloadable at www.congress.gov.ph 


